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Wet lab proposed to city council
By BOBBY JACOBSON
Staff Writer

A proposal to build a wet
lab in the Science Lab Building
has been put forward to the
Moorhead City Council.
If the council passes this proposal, construction will begin
this spring and be completed
within a year.

The wet lab, which is a space
where chemicals, drugs or
other material requiring water
are tested, will be built in the
currently empty basement of
the science building.
The lab would serve as a
teaching and support space for
biochemistry and biotechnology student. It will also be used

Student group
plans trip
to Obama
inauguration

as an incubator space for startup companies in Moorhead.
The objective of the lab is
to give biochemistry and biotechnology students a space to
have more advanced training.
In addition the lab will help
the Moorhead community
grow as it will bring in new
businesses.

Joseph Provost, chair of the
biochemistry and biotechnology program, said his students
are “already well sought after”
in the workforce due to their
exposure and experience working in labs.
Provost said if the wet lab
was built it would help students gain even more experi-

ence making them more competitive.
Margaret Zimmerman, a biochemistry and biotechnology
major, feels that MSUM offers
opportunities for students to
gain hands-on working experience that other colleges do not
have.

wet lab, page 11

Easy as pie

By ALLISON HESFORD
Staff Writer

A group of diverse students form several
different campus organizations have started
to plan a trip to the inauguration of Barack
Obama in Washington on Jan. 20.
“This is bringing
together a really diverse
group of people,” Sarah
Crawford said, who
serves as the group’s
chair and is a member
of Students Training
Our Campus Against
Racisim and College
Democrats.
Crawford
The campus organizations that are participating include College Democrats, STOCAR,
Japan club, history club and Umoja.
“We are planning on leaving Saturday Jan.
17. We chose (the date) so we will have more
time,” Crawford said.

inauguration, page 11
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Faculty and student leaders particiapated in “Pie Your Professor,” Tuesday in the Center for the Arts.The fund-raiser,
hosted by a student group for a class leadership project, benefited 8-year-old Brynn Duncan who was paralyzed in a
car accident this summer. Students bought $1 tickets for a chance to have their name drawn to throw a pie. From left,
Jason Anderson, communication studies professor; Laura Zeiher, president of student senate; and Theresa Hest, communication studies professor.

Save data now, worry less later
By ADAM HEIDEBRINK
Staff Writer

Final projects are just around the
corner, so it is essential to know how
to keep electronic files safe.
Technology has advanced so an
entire thesis could be contained in a
space no larger than a quarter, making these files easier to lose.
Final papers and projects shouldn’t
be lost in a pair of pants on laundry
day, and they’re definitely worth
more than that quarter dropped on
the way to school.
“Always assume you’ll need the
information in the future,” Bryan
Kotta said, the computer systems
administrator on campus.
Data loss isn’t always a physical
problem; there is the technological

side as well and a corrupt file finds
the most opportune moments to
show up. Nearly all data loss is
preventable if the right precautions
are taken.
“You’ll notice more problems
when students are tired, or in a
hurry to meet a deadline,” Kotta
said.
“It’s this time constraint that will
make them forget to save, or move
the file to a flash drive instead of
copying.Copy your files to portable
storage, never move them there;
this keeps a backup on your harddrive,” he said.
Technology has gotten better over
time. It was only three years ago
that the 32 MB USB drive was mass
marketed.

Before that, CDs were the only
decent way to transfer data, and email wasn’t yet reliable enough.
Microsoft Office and other programs have developed auto-save
features and temporary files that
will reload in case of power outage
or computer error.
“E-mailing today is great for
transferring smaller documents like
essays,” Kotta said. “It’s fast, reliable
and creates copies everywhere.”
One e-mail places the attached
document in four spots. It stays
on the hard-drive it was uploaded
from, sender’s outbox and receiver’s
inbox (both on a secure web server)
and the receiver’s hard-drive once
downloaded.

data, page 11
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Saving work to a flash drive as well as another
source ensures work won’t be lost.

Briefs

Page 2, The Advocate

Security
Report

11.24-11.30

11.24 False fire alarm
in South Snarr
11.24 Computer misuse
in the library
11.24 911 hang-up
in Center for the Arts
11.24 Alcohol offenses on Lot N
11.24 Smoking violation on north
side of Sixth Avenue
11.25 Disorderly conduct
and verbal argument
in South Snarr
11.25 Auto boot placed and auto
boot release on Lot W-1
11.27 Unsecured door
in Center for the Arts
11.27 Unsecured door
in King 223
11.28 Unsecured door in maintenance building
11.30 Computer misuse
in the library

Advocate meetings
4 p.m. Mondays in
CMU 110

The Advocate would like to
invite any interested students
to their weekly meetings in
The Advocate office. Pick
up an application today and
apply to be a sports writer,
staff writer, cartoonist or
photographer. Photographers
meeting at 4:30 p.m.
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The four big givers

OSA chose four campus
organizations to participate at
the Big Give event sponsored
by the bookstore during this
year’s book buyback Dec. 10
to 17. The winners are Delta
Zeta, MSUM Athletic Training
Student Association, MSUM
Residence Hall Association
and Dragons 4 Wellness.
The bookstore will give
away a total of $1,700 to those
four organizations. In turn,
those organizations will then
be asked to contribute 50 percent of their earnings to a worthy cause.
During the book buyback
on Dec. 10 to 17, the bookstore will give out tokens to
students who sell back their
books. The four selected organizations will have table space
where they will compete to get
the most tokens from students.
Winners will be announced at
4:30 p.m. on Dec. 18.

Buy some books for
Room to Read charity

The MSUM Fantasy Guild
will be holding a book sale for
charity in the ballroom from
11 a.m. to 7 p.m. on Dec. 9.
Books include New York
Times best-sellers, romance,
childrens and more. All proceeds will be donated to the
Room to Read charity.

Deadline extended
for CASE grant

The CASE Grant deadline
was extended to Dec. 15.
Minnesota
Campus
Compact will award three
$1,000 Carter Academic
Service Entrepreneur (CASE)
grants for the 2009 spring
semester. Created by the
Jimmy and Rosalynn Carter
Partnership Foundation, this
grant recognizes excellence
in academic-service learning
through financial support to
campus-community partnerships.
Students are encouraged to
apply for this grant in con-

junction with an established
community partnership and
will construct an academic
service-learning project plan.
Funds are awarded directly
to the community partner
and student projects are published online with recognition
from former President Jimmy
Carter.
Recipients will be announced
at the end of fall semester.
Please visit www.servicebook.
org to create an account and
apply. If students have further questions, contact Ryan
Majerus at ryan@mncampucompact.org, 651-603-5084.

Enjoy “Christmas
Holiday 2008”

“Christmas Holiday 2008”
will feature Duke Ellington’s
Nutcracker, a jazz rendition
of the ever-popular holiday
ballet.  Tchaikovsky’s famous
score is turned upside-down
and inside-out through Duke
Ellington’s swinging score and
the FM Ballet’s contemporary
jazz choreography.  
Audiences will also be
delighted by the lovable characters of “Toy Shop” and get
into the holiday spirit with the
familiar songs of Christmas
sung by the performers
of Music Theatre FargoMoorhead.
To purchase tickets, call
701-234-9440, or e-mail info@GaspersSchoolofDance.
com.  Cash, check, or credit
card payment accepted. Ticket
Prices are:  $20 for Adults, $10
for Students/Seniors and the
performances will be held  at
8 p.m. on Dec. 12 and 13 at the
Fargo Theatre.

Apply now for upper
class scholarship

Applications for the 20092010 upper class scholarships
are available online at www.
mnstate.edu/finaid/upperclassscholarship.cfm.
In order to apply, students
must be pursuing their undergraduate degree, who have
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completed at least 12 MSUM
credits by the end of the current fall semester 2008.
Students must have a minimum cumulative GPA of 3.25
or higher by the end of fall
semester 2008 and must enroll
in a minimum of 12 credit
hours per semester at MSUM.
Students not graduating
at the end of Spring 2009 or
Summer 2009 for the Fall and/
or Spring semesters of 20092010 are eligible.

New York Spring
Break trip

This upcoming Spring
Break, Craig Ellingson of the
Theatre Arts department will
lead students and community
members to New York to experience the nation’s largest theater district.
The tour goes from March
17 to 22. Moreover, students
can choose to earn one, two
or three credits by applying
variable levels of educational
research and structure to the
tour.

Security update
Director of Campus Security Michael Parks

Computer theft in Nelson
BY LESLIE WOOD
Staff Writer

Marijuana seized
in dorms

Security was called to the
third floor of South Snarr
regarding the presence of marijuana smoke coming from a
room at 8:59 p.m. on Nov. 21.
The officer eventually made
contact with the resident and
the student admitted to possession of marijuana and a
marijuana pipe. The pipe and
two small bags of marijuana
were seized by the Moorhead
Police department. The resident was cited by the police
for possession.

Dorm party causes
a stir

Officers were called to
a loud disturbance in East
Snarr at 12:09 a.m. on Nov.

23. Ten people were found in
the room. Five of the people
in the room were students.
Eight students were cited for
underage consumption. The
students were also referred to
Judicial Affairs.

Non-students
drinking on campus

Two underage non-students
were seen drinking alcohol on
Lot S near the new Wellness
Center at 1:35 p.m. on Nov. 23.
Both students were cited by
the Moorhead Police department.

Computer stolen
from dorm

A fourth floor Nelson resident reported a $900 notebook
computer stolen at 9:40 p.m.
on Nov. 23. The computer was
stolen over the weekend from
her unlocked room.

10th Annual Halloween Bash
October 31, 2008

Please help us thank our generous sponsors
Residence Hall Association
FM Ambulance
Ballard Hall Council
Cash Wise in Moorhead
Dahl Hall Council
Affinity Plus Credit Union
Nelson/Grantham Hall Council
Target Corp. in Moorhead
Snarr Hall Council
McDonald’s on 8th Street So.
MSUM Bookstore
MSUM Admissions Office
MSUM Physical Plant
MSUM Athletic Department
Joe and Cory Bennett
Gordy Bergman
Larry Nicholson
Mark Hintemeyer
Gate City Bank
FM Redhawks
MSUM Department of Housing and Residential Life
Moorhead Police Department, DARE officer
Moorhead Fire Department
Moorhead Public Schools
Sodexo

Hiring Immediately!
P/T & F/T TELESALES - $9/HR BASE PAY EARNING UP
TO $12/HR!
VARIETY OF FLEXIBLE SHIFTS, CASUAL WORK ENVIRONMENT
PAID TRAINING

Apply in person at:

Columnists: Heath Butrum, Michael Johnson, Liz Johanson,
Chris Erickson, Jenny Hilleren, Bethany Hill, Ben Sailer.
Reporters: Devin Berglund, Maxwell Heesch, Amy Learn,
Cassandra Miller, Ryan Fliginger, Nichole Seitz, Ross Torgerson, Matt Hopper, Robert Jacobson, Taaren Haak, Matt
Leingang, Ashley Hoeck, Lillie Lambert, Jenny Hilleren
Photographers: Jenny Christen, Kayla Whitaker, Lindsay
Hunter, Taaren Haak
Illustrators: John Berdahl, Chris Fried

2829 S. University Drive, Fargo
www.pcifargo.com
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Hula
craze hits

Minnesota
submitted photo

Yui Okajima, center, performs a hula dance in her native country of Japan. The hula club she started
two years ago in Tokyo has continued to grow.
BY LISA CALL
Staff Writer

A ukulele melodically
strums as the dancer’s hands
flow, the motion of her hips
following in a quick, yet graceful side-to-side motion. This is
the art of hula dancing, an
art, international student Yui
Okajima has mastered.
Hailing from Tokyo, Japan,
Okajima has attended classes
at MSUM since fall. Fellow
students discovered her skills
via Facebook.
Under the direction of a 30year hula veteran, for the past
two years Okajima spread her
love of the art among fellow
students at her school, Kanda
University of International
Studies in Tokyo, where she is
a student in the International
Communications program.
“I started the hula club at
school and it had about 12
people,” Okajima said. “Then
it started getting bigger and
bigger.”
The hula club, founded by
Okajima, has grown to over
25 people.
With the expanding popu-

larity of the hula dance in
Japan, competitions and performances are becoming more
common.
“We perform at my school,
in the community, at the bars
and stuff, too,” Okajima said.
“We were asked to dance in
Tokyo Disneyland last year.”

“

.
“I like to be
somewhere where
I don’t have any
idea who anyone
is.
Yui Okajima
Art Student

Hula dancing entails much
more than one type of movement and a ukulele.
“There are several kinds of
hula dance,” Okajima said.
“There are really slow ones,
historical ones, super-hyper
ones.”
A deeper meaning can be
found in the art of the hula
dance. It is about expression
and emotion.
“A lot of songs are about
love,” Okajima said. “It is
basically telling a story.”

For those who participate
in the blossoming Japanese
trend, hula dancing is also a
non-conventional way to burn
calories.
“Japanese women are interested in the shape of a woman,
and they eat really healthy,”
Okajima said. “They work out
to be in shape. If
you do the hula,
you shake your
butt and hips.”
Of the thousands of colleges
in the United
States to choose
from,
Okajima
chose MSUM.
“I like to be somewhere
where I don’t have any idea
who anyone is,” Okajima
said.
Already over the homesick
stage, Okajima’s previous
experience helped her transition smoothly into her venture
at MSUM.

International student
from Tokyo brings the art
of hula dancing to MSUM

“I’ve been in Kansas as an
exchange student,” Okajima
said. “I was the only Japanese
girl at my school.”
At
MSUM,
however,
Okajima’s roommate ended
up to be Japanese.
After finals, Okajima has a
busy and adventurous schedule ahead of her.
“I’m leaving here in
December and going to Kansas
to see my host family for two
weeks,” Okajima said.
After her trip to Kansas,
Okajima plans to travel in
Mexico for two weeks, carrying with her plans of adding
another language to her repertoire.
“Hopefully I’ll get better
Spanish,” Okajima said.
It is then back to Japan for
a week, on to Thailand for a
week, back to Japan and then,
the job hunt begins.
In her last year of school,
Okajima shares the fears of
many graduates.

“I have to look for a job
but (at) the economy is bad,”
Okajima said. “I want to be in
advertising. I hope to work for
Sony Music International.”
Call can be reached
at callli@mnstate.edu.

Opinion

Page 4, The Advocate

Thursday, Dec. 4, 2008

					

Advocate editorial board
Heidi Shaffer
Editor

Ben Sailer
Assistant Editor

Chris Erickson
Opinion Editor

The holiday season is a time of giving and an opportunity to help those less fortunate.
While college students are generally broke, we can
always donate our time to help out for a good cause,
even if we don’t have much money.
There are a lot of different ways students can benefit
the community through volunteering.
A quick search on VolunteerMatch.org pulls up
several pages worth of volunteer opportunities right
here in Fargo-Moorhead.
There are also groups operating from the campus
such as Students Today, Leaders Tomorrow, as well
as others, which allow students to help for the campus and the local community at the same time.
There are many different ways to give back. A person can donate food or work at a soup kitchen serving meals to those who need it.
During these colder months, older winter clothing
and other apparel is always accepted at thrift stores,
provided the clothing is still in good shape.
The Salvation Army is looking for people to ring the
bell during the holiday season, and giving gifts to
Toys for Tots could be a fulfilling venture.
Another way to donate requires little work and no
money. Giving blood saves lives and statistically,
one out of three people will need donated blood
sometime during their life, according to United
Blood Services.
Blood drives are occasionally held on campus and
are usually well publicized. Giving blood takes a
relatively short period of time, and could be done
between classes.
For people that enjoy working with their hands and
have the extra time, another option is Habitat for
Humanity. There are projects going on in the FargoMoorhead area.
Volunteering for a specific organization is also an
outlet that provides a lot of options. A quick Google
search for “volunteer organizations” brings back
more than a million hits.
No matter what path is taken, volunteering is a way
to give in a way everyone can afford.

The opinions expressed in The Advocate are not
necessarily those of the college
administration, faculty or student body.
The Advocate encourages letters to the
editor and your turn submissions. They should be
typed and must include the writer’s name, signature,
address, phone number, year in school or occupation
and any affiliations. Letters are due by 5 p.m.
Monday and can be sent to
MSUM Box 130,
dropped off in The Advocate office
or e-mailed to advocate@mnstate.edu.

Illustration by John Berdahl / The Advocate

Find a way to serve
your community
by volunteering
this holiday season

A Thanksgiving odyssey
The start of the holiday
season usually means three
things—family, shopping
and drinking. Shopping is
something my family usually waits until the last minute to do, so the focus tends
to switch to imbibing in the
holiday spirits. Last weekend was no different.
My hometown, Hazelton,
N.D., has a population of about
300 people. During the holidays, the population miraculously booms to 320.
Most of those additonal people were in the local tavern,
filling it to maximum capacity
of 10 patrons. This is where the
marathon of levity and inebriation began.
While Thanksgiving found
me at less than my best from
drinking 1 million beers the
night before, I managed to
work and then take a nap. It
was unfortunate—the work,
not the nap—because the company in Arizona I’m indentured
to doesn’t give me holidays off.
I write news for the radio, and
apparently people need radio
news every day.
Thankfully, I didn’t have to
wait long from the end of my
nap until the traditional meal,
especially since I got to sit at the
kids table.
Fortunately I only had to tell
Nephew One to stop eating
directly out of the food dishes 453 times. Fifteen pounds
of food later, it was time for
beer and family games. This
year’s choice was Cranium. My
team took off to a great start
and would have gotten away
with a win too, if it wasn’t for
those meddlin’ kids. Brother
Two, Nephew One and Cousin
turned out to be the team that
cheated the best, so naturally,

they won.
Friday was nothing to brag
about, and since I can’t think
of any lies we’ll leave it at that.
Then Friday night came, and
with it Brother One’s wedding
rehearsal.
Although I generally think
I’m a smart person, I was proven wrong when the Lutheran
pastor demanded that I—with
the rest of the wedding party—
practice walking up and down
the aisle of a church.
Now, if this had been something difficult, like dentistry,
I would have understood the
need for so much repetition.
While my root canal skills are
still intermediate at best, I know
that I now have an honorary
master’s degree in church walking. The rest of the night went
off without a hitch, since the
wedding was the next day. The
evening ended with another
1,000 beers, but only half as
many cigarettes.
Wedding day started with
Brother One calling me to make
sure I was still coming to the
wedding. I told him I would,
but only if he decided to go
through with it. He said the
bonding of two peoples’ bank
accounts would still happen,
but only because friends and
relatives were coming from out
of state, and even though gas
prices were down, it was still
expensive.
During wedding photos,
Nephew Two decided that he
was the center of attention, and

all the adults agreed. The
fact that he was sporting a
tiny tuxedo didn’t help.
After exactly 3.5 million photos were taken,
we finally got a breather.
Brother One, the third
center of attention in the
attention hierarchy—after
Nephew Two and The Bride—
was sore already, his face frozen
in a grotesque caricature from
being forced to smile for the
ten hours it took to take the
photos. I felt sorry for him for
exactly no minutes because he
had forced us to spend $131 on
our tuxedos.
During the wedding, both
Brother One and Bride suffered
from brain hemorraging and
decided that the best course
of action would be for both of
them to say, “I do.”
It’s unfortunate, but they
seem to be content with it now,
if only because both of them
lost the ability to retain short
term memories.
The reception found me with
the distinction of being the first
Erickson brother to make a child
cry at a wedding. During the
wedding party dance, a bridesmaid’s son began to openly sob
at the idea that mommy was
dancing with someone other
than daddy. Or maybe he was
just crying for her because she
had to dance with me. It’s an
even bet, either way.
All in all, I look forward
to the next family gathering.
While I might have set high
new standards in repetitive
walking, drinking, dancing and
making children weep, I think I
can reach even higher next time
around.
Family gathering stories?
E-mail Erickson
at erickchr@mnstate.edu
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Adulthood creeps one step closer
Faced with the terrifying realization of the actual
amount of days left until the
last final has been taken, it
is customary to look back on
one’s semester and examine
its highs, lows and total lapses
of judgment.
For me this fall they’ve been
widely scattered. From the
confidence I’ve gained being a
student orientation counselor
to leading my first campus
tour, in which I confused the
three Snarr halls and brought
my group up the wrong stairs.
My would-be freshmen, their

giggly parents and I found not
the showroom but a waterfountain full of vomit.
Burning questions were
another theme of the semester. Do my eyebrows move too
much when I talk?

If I tell my
roommate
that I hate
her chocolate
marshmallows, proudly on display
in the kitchen, does that
really warrant her hiding them among my things,
and watching while I have
a series of mini melt-downs
as I slowly discover them for
weeks?
How ridiculous is it that

since my first grown-up sized
fridge I’ve kept track of the
gallons of milk I’ve bought?
After almost exactly four
months, we’ve reached lucky
17. Is that embarrassing or can
I flaunt the fact that I’ll never
get osteoporosis?
Other scarier aspects of
being an adult include the fact
that my mom was pregnant
with me at my age.
Not only do people around
me have engagement rings on
their fingers, they’ve got buns
in the oven. From a past RA,
to that girl who always seems

to eat a three-course meal in
class, to my best friend from
high school—babies everywhere. Should I be less concerned with the idea that people tend to reproduce?
There were good hair days,
long nights of cramming, losing flash drives and shreds
of my dignity, buying shoes I
didn’t need and books I didn’t
read. Maybe next semester my
tour group and I will find a
dead body.
Feeling anxious?
E-mail Lavecchia
at laveccho@mnstate.edu

Headed home
Illustration by John Berdahl / The Advocate

Student looks ahead to break

Keeping the peace this X-mas

Illustration by Chris Fried / The Advocate

The holiday season is bad
for your health. It’s not for
the reasons you might guess.
It’s not the bad foods: ham,
gravy and my downfall, pie.
In this region it’s not even
the hazardous weather. The
most insidious danger of the
holidays is often not discussed. It’s your family.
Ask anyone in the criminal
justice program. Families are
dangerous. In cases where
the victim/offender relationship is known, 23 percent of
homicides are committed by
one of the victim’s family
members.
A whopping 55 percent of
homicides are committed by
friends and acquaintances
of the victim. This category
includes boyfriends and girl-

friends. That fact just might
give you second thoughts
about bringing your sweetheart home to meet the folks
for the holidays.
Only 21 percent of homicides are committed by
someone whom the victim
did not know. Even then,
strangers are more likely to
use quicker means of death,
like a gun. Family members
are far more likely to use
poison, knives and blunt
objects.
These statistics are a mor-

bid way of demonstrating a
common sense fact. Friends
and family make us angry
sometimes. During the stress
of the holidays this can be
magnified.
Don’t let family drama
get in the way of enjoying
your time off. Your family
is crazy; you should be used
to it by now. Just laugh it off
and hopefully we can start
the new year off with a few
less dead bodies.
Remember they’re your
family. Loving them is easy;
liking them is another story.

Dreading the horror days?
E-mail Fliginger
at fliginry@mnstate.edu

The Christmas tree was up, lit and waiting in the house
for me. I could see it as I drove up the driveway.
I spent my much-too-short break in Gackle, ND—a little
podunk town of 250 people, a place where most all the
small-town stereotypes apply.
Since a majority of us just got back from visiting family somewhere and can’t wait to go back again during
Christmas, I thought I’d talk a bit about the place, whereever it may be, that we call “home.”
For me, home is Gackle—a one gas station town where
everyone knows me. For you, it may be something completely different—a city or a new town your parents moved
to or a house in the middle of nowhere.
Home is unique for each of us, yet usually consists of a
comfy bed and people you’ve been missing all semester.
There is something about home, especially in a small
town, that makes you feel endlessly welcome.
The old ladies that are just so happy to see you and inevitably ask, “How is college going?” And the old friends you
haven’t seen in forever that get to catch up on your life.
Within the next few weeks classes will speed up and then
abruptly stop once finals are over. Cars will be packed full
and we all will be headed home for a nice long break.
Do not fret. These weeks of crammed studying and paper
writing will soon be over, and home will be waiting as
always, nice warm beds and all, with familiar faces eagerly
waiting your arrival.

Anxious to get home?
E-mail Anderson
at andereri@mnstate.edu

A&E
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Caroline Smith makes a return to Fargo
By BEN SAILER

Caroline Smith
and the Good
Night Sleeps

Assistant Editor

Caroline Smith and The
Good Night Sleeps are much
more than your typical folkpop outfit.
While
vaguely
folksy
female singer/songwriter acts
are now a dime-a-dozen ever
since Feist did an iPod commercial, front woman Caroline
Smith is the real deal; a genuinely talented musician who
relies on memorable hooks
rather than gimmicks to grab
attention.
Smith, who got her start
at age 15 playing around her
hometown in Detroit Lakes,
Minn. and currently attends
the U of M, pens expertly
crafted folk-pop songs with
a refreshing amount of emotional depth and maturity.
Her band’s recent selfreleased debut CD, “Backyard
Tent Set,” is an incredibly
strong effort for a group that
has only been playing together collectively for two years
(which also includes drummer Arlen Peiffer, bassist Jesse
Schuster and multi-instrumentalist Alex Ramsey).
“We’re all really proud of
how it really captures what we
try to go for in our live shows,”
Smith said. “It’s an adequate
portrayal, so you won’t be disappointed between the album
and the live show.”
Much of “Backyard Tent
Set” was recorded with the
band playing together in the
same room, lending an intimate sense of warmth to the
album. Although some studio
effects were applied to the
recording, Smith stressed the
fact that everything on the
CD can be replicated in a live
setting.
“There aren’t a lot of effects,
and the effects that there are…
are things that we can do with

with Empire Builder
and Riesage
10 p.m. Friday, $5
at The Aquarium
To hear songs off
“Backyard Tent Set,” visit:
www.myspace.com/
carolinesmithmusic

submitted photo

Caroline Smith and the Good Night Sleeps will appear at the Aquarium on Saturday night.

our amps,” Smith said. “We
kept it really … I don’t want to
say raw, but organic.”
Clocking in at around 40
minutes, the record makes for
a brisk listen, but there isn’t a
single dud amongst any of its
ten tracks. Songs like “Closing
the Doors” bounce with pop
energy, whereas “Grizzly
Bears” and “5 Years Too Long”
bring things down with more
subdued tones.
The band employs delicate
guitars, twinkling keys and
subtle percussion to create a
lushly absorbing backdrop for
Smith’s heartfelt storytelling.
“The songs kind of represent me growing as a person because those songs span
from when I was 16 years old
to when I was 20 years old,”

Smith said. “I travel a lot, having parents in separate sides
of the country, and I’m just
always making friends that
live in different states. It’s part
of who I am which finds its
way into my song writing.”

“Backyard Tent Set” has
been met with glowing praise
from fans and the press alike
thus far, with one review on
iTunes stating, “This band
shattered everything I knew
until there were too many

pieces to put back together
or even glue.” (One can only
assume that’s a good thing).
“I really haven’t had any
bad reviews, thank God,”
Smith said. “I’m kind of still
waiting for that.”
Caroline Smith and The
Good Night Sleeps are hoping
for a positive response when
they arrive in Fargo at 10 p.m.
Friday night, sharing The
Aquarium’s stage with locals
Empire Builder and Riesage.
“My band is really funny I
guess. It’s ridiculous to see us
on stage,” Smith said, laughing. “We like to have a good
time.”
Sailer can be reached
at sailerbe@gmail.com

Release Calendar
Gaming

Music

“Cadillac Records” - R

“Drivers Ed Portable” - DS

“Punisher: War Zone” - R

Prince of Persia” - PC

50 Cent
“Before I Self Destruct”

“Frost/Nixon” - R

“Sonic Unleashed” - PS3

Brandy
“Human”

“Let Them Chirp Awhile”
- NR

“Rygar: The Battle of Argus”
- Wii

Busta Rymes
“B.O.M.B.”

Films
Dec. 5

Nov. 16

Nov. 18

BOEWFSZ
DMPTFUP
ZPVS
DPMMFHF
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Fresh fish featured in Fargo
Yuki Hana sushi feels right at home in area dining scene
By MARK KELLER
A&E Editor

The closest salt water to
Fargo-Moorhead is Hudson
Bay. Although the Arctic
Ocean isn’t our source for
sushi, Yuki Hana Japanese and
Korean Cuisine still dishes up
fresh rolls right here in the
Red River Valley.
Located just south of 13th
Avenue South on 25th Street
in Fargo, Yuki Hana isn’t
the same sushi restaurant
found in Los Angeles or even
Minneapolis, but that doesn’t
mean it’s an inferior experience. The restaurant is uniquely Midwestern and has the
potential to pave the way for
Fargo-style sushi dining.
As guests walk in, the hostess will ask if they want to
sit at a table or the bar. A
table gives the usual sit-down
restaurant experience. At the
bar, diners have a chance to
interact with the friendly chefs
and watch them concentrate
to prepare the dishes.
The vast menu features dozens of raw sushi and cooked
rolls to choose from and even
more which the chef is prepared to make which aren’t
listed on the menu. Traditional
favorites like the California
roll can be found along with
unique and new dishes like
the Fargo and 25th Street roll.
All orders come with miso
soup, and entrees are served
with rice.
All the menu items are listed in English and Japanese.
Those more experienced with
sushi will enjoy this chance to
verbalize their favorites with

the original pronunciations.
The dishes vary in price; a
small roll goes for about $3
and a combination entrée goes
for about $30. Most entrees
average about $15 and entire
rolls are usually just over $10.
It’s a little expensive for the
quality, but that’s the cost one
pays for fresh seafood in the
upper Midwest.
The portions look small,
but the sushi is surprisingly
filling. Still, some dishes will
seem more like snacks to those
with larger appetites. In the
end, a meal will average over
$15 a person and some will
leave expecting more for their
money.
The food is artistically presented but the taste might disappoint some veteran sushi
diners. However, the cooked
rolls are delicious and even
those who fear sushi will enjoy
them.
The miso is as good as
customers will ever have.
However, the Caterpillar roll
tasted dull and the sushi in
general just isn’t up to the
pace of larger cities. Still, Yuki
Hana is tasty and leaves a
good impression.
The drink menu is modest and offers domestic and
imported drinks such as Sake,
Sapporo and Kirin.
Worth checking out is
“Sake Sundays” and “Wine
Wednesdays,” where every
Wednesday they offer twofor-ones with any glass from a
decent wine list.
The atmosphere matches
the rest of the experience with
a pleasant mix of Midwest

and Far East. Japanese art is
displayed throughout the restaurant and relaxing music is
always playing lightly.
The servers are friendly and
helpful with a decent knowledge of the menu. Newcomers
will be able to have all their
questions answered by the
servers or chefs.
Reservations can be made,
but Yuki Hana is not usually
so busy that customers need
one for a normal party. The
only time a Fargo seafood
restaurant seems to have a
line is when they offer endless
shrimp.
Yuki Hana has improved
greatly since first opening
over four years ago and offers
a familiar western sushi style
of dining. It may not be as
tasty as what you find in Los
Angeles or New York, but for
landlocked sushi that is affordable with no lines, it’s one
of the best options in North
Dakota.
Fargo-Moorhead has a vast
restaurant scene if you are
looking for pizza, burgers and
burritos, so it is refreshing
when something different is
offered. But in an area where
sushi is frightening to many,
and most are not adventurous
with dining, many nontraditional restaurants don’t last.
Yuki Hana has made it, and
is helping diversify the city’s
culinary culture.

Send all your questions
about sushi to Keller
at kellerma@mnstate.edu

Theater students direct festival
By ANNA GEORGE
Staff Writer

This weekend, the Theatre
Arts department will present
one-acts and new plays in a
variety festival directed exclusively by students.
Craig Ellingson, theater
chair, explained that the
Student-Directed One-Acts
and New Play Festival is part
of the course for advanced
directing.
“The festival is an opportunity for our theater arts students to more fully explore the
craft of directing, and all that
goes along with it,” Ellingson
said.
To fit in all 14 studentdirected plays and one-acts,
each student was given a time
constraint. Students were still
able to choose a play they
were passionate about, along
with a cast.
“We held auditions, and
everyone had the opportuni-

ty to cast their own shows,”
junior Rachel Palashewski
said.
Palashewski is directing a
piece by Terrence McNally
called “Sweet Eros.” The piece
is about a man who kidnaps
a young woman and subjects
her to his rants and ruminations about life.
“I looked at several shows
and decided on this one
because of its interesting set
up and content,” Palashewski
said.
The student-directed plays
are a way for directors, designers, stage managers and playwrights to display their work
and put into practice what
each has learned.
“It gives them the opportunity to showcase their work
in a more fully-realized way,”
Ellingson said. “They learn
about the frustrating and exciting process of collaboration.”
Palashewski took a direct-

ing class last semester and
found it very enlightening and
enjoyable.
“I like being able to have a
vision and see it come to life,
and for audience’s to see as
well,” Palashewski said.
“I am very excited about
the festival,” Ellingson said,
“It is truly an event where
the work of students is in full
limelight.”
Palashewski is excited to see
the audience’s reaction. She
hopes the audience will be
entertained and learn something about themselves.
“Nothing makes me happier than performing and
being involved in theater,”
Palashewski said.
The festival is at 7:30 p.m.
Friday, 2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.
Saturday and 2 p.m. and 7:30
p.m. Sunday on Gaede Stage.
George can be reached
at georgean@mnstate.edu

mark keller / the advocate

Sushi chef “Jonny” as he known by the Yuki Hana staff, quickly
and skillfully prepares fresh red snapper and crab rolls.
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Men’s basketball

Basketball team lose two, win one

Young team remain confident as they begin NSIC competition this weekend
By ROSS TORGERSON
Staff Writer

Chris Erickson / the advocate

Junior forward Dwayne Hardy makes a layup against Manitoba. The Dragons won the game 97-77.

The rollercoaster ride that is
the Dragons men’s basketball
season has seen its fair share
of ups and downs.
After flying out of the gates
with lopsided victories over
Manitoba and Concordia,
the Dragons’ confidence was
higher than their margins of
victory. But that did not last
long, as the Dragons suffered
losses to Wayne State and
Augustana over the weekend
at the NSIC Hoopfest.
Head coach Stu Engen
knows anything can happen
with a young group of players. He said the season will
always balance its ups with its
downs.
“The
game
against
Augustana was our third of
the week,” Engen said. “I
don’t think our guys are used
to it quite yet.”
Senior guard Justyn Burgess
led the Dragons in scoring at
both Hoopfest games with 17
points against Wayne State and
19 points against Augustana.
Burgess has led the Dragons
in scoring three out of the first
four games so far this season.
Senior guard Grant Fossum
led the team in three point
shots at Concordia shooting
three for three.
“Grant Fossum played really well at Concordia,” junior
forward Dwayne Hardy said.
“The team defense could have
been better, but overall we
played really well as a team.”
The Dragons defense played
well at Wayne State, as they
created 22 turnovers and took
six charges. Justyn Burgess
lead the defensive effort with
four steals.
“We had a great defensive

game against Wayne,” Engen
said.
Defense was not a strong
area for the Dragons against
Augustana as they let up a
season high 93 points. The
Dragons shot just 36 percent
from the field and turned the
ball over 17 times.
“It was a tough weekend for
our young guys,” said Engen.
Engen knew there would
be tough weekends for his
team. With as many young
players as the Dragons start,
Engen knows that with each
mistake, growth and maturity
will come.
“Young student athletes
don’t always know what they
need to do to prepare for a
game until they go through
it,” Engen said. “Now they
have been through it and now
it’s just a matter of how you
get better in those areas.”
The Dragons continue their
season as they get set to begin
NSIC play at home against
Bemidji State on Friday and
University of Minnesota
Duluth on Saturday.
“This weekend’s games are
the beginning of conference
play,” Hardy said. “They are
really important games that
we need to take. We need to
polish up the execution of our
offense, but it shouldn’t be too
hard to improve because we
have great chemistry on our
team.”
Engen sees Friday’s game
against Bemidji as a must-win
game.
“In our young season right
now to be 2-2, we need to beat
Bemidji on Friday,” Engen
said.
Torgerson can be reached
at torgerro@mnstate.edu

SELL BACK YOUR TEXTBOOKS
TO SUPPORT

BIG
GIVE
BOOK BUY

Campaign to benefit

<Insert
Recipient's
During
buybackName>
the
bookstore
willInformation.
give out
<Insert
Additional
tokens
to those
who
Insert
Additional
Information.
sell
their
textbooks.
You
Insert Additional Information.
decide
which
team
you
Insert Additional Information.
to support!
Insertwant
Additional
Information.>

Our goal is to buy back as many books as possible at the highest prices possible. The more
books we buy back the more we will be able to donate to a great cause. Giving you the
highest prices and giving back to the community is a win, win! Sell your books back and
support our efforts.
Cash for your books, books for a cause.

<insErT
BooksTorE
nAME
December
10th - 17th
UP 8
Toam
TWo
LinEs>
- 5 pm
<insert phone and/or web address>

<Insert Dates and Hours>

MSUM Bookstore
across from the
Dragon Stop
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Women continue winning streak
woMen’s basketball

By TIMOTHY STULKEN
Sports Editor

The
women’s
basketball team continues to blaze
through their competition as
they begin the season.
The team has won all six of
their games, decimating the
competition.
The Dragons defeated
Concordia 68-51 on Nov. 25 in
a Powerbowl game.
The Powerbowl is a
cross-town rivalry between
Concordia and the Dragons.
Usually the game is played
on the football field. Due to
scheduling conflicts, however,
the game was played Nov. 25.
The Dragons continued their
winning streak as they played
in the NSIC Hoopfest this
weekend in Sioux Falls. The
Dragons beat Wayne State 66-

Chris Erickson / the advocate

Senior guard Katie Walden drives the ball against Concordia. The team beat Concordia 68-51 on Nov.
25. The team continued their winning streak at the NSIC Hoopfest this weekend as they defeated
Wayne State and Augustana. Walden lead the team in scoring at the Hoopfest with 27 points.

63 on Friday and Augustana
79-66 on Saturday.
Junior center Meghan Rettke
lead scoring with 18, and
junior forward Alison NashGerlach also had a good game
as she went 6-6 from inside
the three and took two free
throws to score 14.
At Hoopfest, senior guard
Katie Walden lead the team
with 27 points for the weekend
The Hoopfest victories
allowed the Dragons to climb
to 22nd on the latest NCAA
Division II national poll.
The team opens NSIC
play at home against Bemidji
State at 6 p.m. tomorrow and
Minnesota Duluth at 6 p.m.
Saturday.
Stulken can be reached
at stulketi@mnstate.edu

Dec. 5
Silverado
Johnson Barn
Dances

9pm - 1am / (701) 967-8912 / 2 miles North of Arthur, ND on HI.81
Barn Available for Rent - Wedding Dances or Parties
Admission $7.00 Visit Web Page at www.johnsonsbarn.com

Pistol
Pete’s

Only
White Diamonds
Will Do...

Live Music!

Dec. 4, 5, 6:

roosters
1772 W Main Ave
West Fargo, ND
701.478.4012

No cover charge with
valid student ID!

3031 13th Ave S
Fargo, ND 58103
(701)239-9091
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Planetarium’s facelift remains incomplete
By BRIANNA BRICKWEG
Staff Writer

After the planetarium
opened 36 years ago, technology has changed drastically
and the wear of the building
was showing its age.
It was time for a makeover.
A first phase of the renovation took place this past
summer. The biggest problem
with the planetarium was the
seats.
“The original seats were
breaking and were no longer repairable,” George
Davis said, the Regional
Science Center Director and
Biosciences professor.
“In one case we had a
senior citizen, a 100-year-old
man, fall out of a chair,” planetarium coordinator Dave
Weinrich said.
“The money for new seats
was provided by current and
retired faculty and staff who
contributed to a fund raising
campaign that was conducted
in 2007,” Davis said.
“The College of Social and
Natural Sciences also provided funds for this phase of
the renovation,” he said. “The
installation of new seats provided MSUM the opportunity
to make some long-needed
improvements in the facility

jared winmill / the advocate

The first phase of the planetarium’s renovation has been completed, with new seats, lights and
improved accessibility.

itself.”
An entrance was added, so
guests no longer need to enter
in front of the screen.
Other additional changes
include the removal of the
tiered floor for better access
for people with disabilities, new projection equipment and carpet were also
installed.
“For it to be code, we

have to have two entrances,” Weinrich said. “The new
entrance allows you to enter
and leave without letting
light in.”
This renovation of the planetarium is just the beginning.
“Phase one of the renovation now provides a significant investment in the planetarium (about $140,000) by
MSUM,” Davis said.

Dine-In

The first phase of the renovation provided better accessibility and a safer, more comfortable viewing area.
“The complete renovation
will provide MSUM as well as
the Moorhead-Fargo region
a state-of-the-art planetarium
for the formal and informal
science education of our children, students and adults,”
Davis said.

“What was not changed
was the needed replacement of the star projector, the
dome, the sound system and
the lights around the circumference of the dome, called
cove lights. We would also
like to add a digital projection
system too,” Davis said.
These changes will be
added during the second
phase of renovations.
“Now a lot of planetariums
are putting digital images on
the dome, so we’d like to
have the whole dome covered
with video images,” Weinrich
said.
The second phase has not
yet been scheduled because
there are not enough funds to
provide for all of the changes,
which is also the reason planetarium was not able to finish
the renovation all at once.
When the second phase of
the renovation will take place
depends highly on when the
funds can become available.
“MSUM, as well as the
MSUM Alumni Foundation,
are working on finding the
funds for phase two, about
$625,000,” Davis said.

Delivery

Brickweg can be reached
at brickwegbr@mnstate.edu.

Take-Out

Student Special
Short of time? Ten Minute Lunch starting at 11:30

Moorhead’s
Original
Hotspot

$5.95 M-F 11:30 to 1:30
All you can eat pizza, soup, and salad bar
$3.50 Ready in 10 minutes
Student 6” pepperoni or cheese pizza
Happy Hour Specials 4 - 7 pm
Fill up before the BIG GAME!
Specially priced appetizers and beer.
Delivery ONLY

$12.95
Medium 1 topping
pizza and wings
Not Valid with other cuupons,
specials or discounts.
One coupon per customer MS11

Buy 1
Get 1 HALF off
Burger Basket
of your choice
Not Valid with other cuupons,
specials or discounts.
One coupon per customer MS11

New Location
123 21st St. S. on the North End of the Eastgate Plaza in Moorhead

233-2883
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wet lab, from front
“(Other colleges) do not
have live active research,”
Zimmerman said. “I have
so much more opportunity
to work with professors and
do active undergraduate
research.”
Zimmerman realizes that
this type of experience is
essential to future employers.
Zimmerman chose MSUM
because of the ability to gain
experience working in a lab,
which she feels will set her
apart from other students.
“It gives me a huge edge,”
Zimmerman said.
Other universities have
built labs for similar purposes such as the University of

Minnesota and NDSU. Both
universities have had success
with student involvement
and community growth.
The proposed lab for
MSUM will make for better
student learning opportunities and community growth
as well.
The city council will vote
on the MSUM lab on Dec. 8.
For those who would like
to support the project, call
the Moorhead City Council
and share your views about
the lab.

inauguration, from front

Jacobson can be reached
at jacobrob@mnstate.edu.

said, who was experiencThe group is planning on see- ing his first night as a member
ing the inauguration ceremony of College Democrats.
on Jan. 20, Martin Luther King
After some brainstorming
Day festivities and also hopes and debate the group settled
to do some
on an official
other touring.
name, “MSUM
This is a living history
The
main
S t u d e n t
experience. You’ll be
topic of the
Leaders for
experiencing
meeting was
Progress,”
history as it
happens.
to decide on an
and a mission
official name
statement: “To
Karl Keene
and mission
be a witness to
College Democrats member
statement for
history, buildthe group.
ing confidence
“We need to think of a name to develop leadership in our
that sounds more professional young voters and celebrating
when we are asking for fund- our proud cultural roots.”
ing and housing,” Crawford
With the foundation for their
said. “We can’t keep calling trip and a name they continued
ourselves the Obama Van discussing the details of their
Committee.”
trip. The group decided to rent
The group decided to think vans instead of chartering a bus
of the reasons they wanted to due to the cost. Next they disgo to the inauguration to help cussed where they would find
them think of a proper title and a place to stay in Washington
mission statement.
during what is supposed to be
“This is a living history expe- one of the most historical inaurience, you’ll be experiencing gurations in history.
history as it happens,” Karl
“We’ll start calling YWCA’s
Keene said, an honorary non- and churches in the area,”
student College Democrat’s Shannon Bacon said, who is in
member in charge of the group’s charge of the housing sub-comfundraising sub-committee.
mittee.
“No politician has gotten
The van drivers will be
me as excited about politics as required to sleep in hotel rooms
Obama has,” Julian Dahlquist to ensure a good night’s sleep,

“
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Data, from front
These documents are timestamped to prove the assignment was turned in on time,
even if corrupt.
Cross-platform transferring, although the underdog
in reliability, has become quite
possible. Even so, some documents can and cannot be read
when moving PC documents
onto a Mac, or vice versa.
Never attempt to transfer
an original document; instead,
make a copy.
“I have noticed data loss to
be less of an issue today than
in previous years, mainly
because of the student technology base has increased,”
Kotta said.

Computers are used daily
by a mass majority of the student population. Even social
networks, like Facebook help
to familiarize students with
the bases of file transferring.
So with this knowledge of
data storage and transfer reliability, how understanding
should professors be when
students use the excuse,
“the computer ate my file”?
Answers may vary, but the
data wasn’t eaten because the
computer was hungry, it was
eaten because it was fed.

but the rest of the group will
look for free housing.
“We’ll start with free housing, then maybe look at hostels,” Bacon said.
With the inauguration less
than two months away, it will
take the entire group’s efforts
to raise the funds they need.
In the end the historical and
emotional experience of seeing
America elect its first AfricanAmerican president is sure to

leave an impact on the students
participating in this trip.
“This is a big step in antiracism,” Crawford said. “Not
being afraid of your background and being able to step
up.”
Those interested in making a
financial donation for the trip
can contact Sarah Crawford at
crawfosa@mnstate.edu.

Heidebrink can be reached
at heidebriad@mnstate.edu.

Hesford can be reached
at hesforal@mnstate.edu.

Want to prepare yourself for the future
while interacting with the most
amazing people?

Become a
Resident Assistant!
Information and applications are available at
mnstate.edu/housing or stop in at the housing
office in Ballard Hall.

Classifieds
For Rent
2 bedroom for rent. $440/month.
Close to campus. Call Carla @
701-400-9948.
*Walk to MSUM* 2 Bedroom
apartment, heat and water paid.
Nice size upper unit of a 4-plex.
Air-conditioning, laundry facility,
well maintained. No pets. Located
@ 916 18th St. 218-291-9823 or
701-367-1389.
For Rent. Available now. Efficiency, two, three & four bedrooms.
Heat paid. Between campuses
and north of campus. Most units
in duplexes and triplexes. (218)
236-1143. Fmcharterrentals.com
We are looking for a roommate
to share an apartment and to be
an Ambassador of the Newman
Center, a Catholic Organization
on Campus. Rent is $177.50 per
month and includes heat, water,
electricity, Internet access, laundry, and a parking spot. Please
contact Shawn at 236-9596 or
serickson@stjoesmhd.com
if you are interested.
Large 2 bedroom. One block from
MSUM. 1600 sq. ft., fireplace,
huge living room/bathroom, quiet,
utilities pd. Avail. Jan 1st. 218233-5940.
Only 2 blocks from campus.
Large 2 bedroom apartment in
quiet, smoke-free 4-plex. Offstreet parking, plug ins. Laundry
facilities. 233-1881

Three Moorhead
locations!
South Moorhead

(South of the Interstate)

EasTen Mall
Downtown Mhd

(blocks away from MSUM,
behind KFC)

Two bedroom available immediately. Security, quiet, no parties!
Heat-water paid. A/C, ceiling fans,
mini blinds, off-street assigned
parking with plug-ins. Certified
crime/drug-free housing.
No pets.
218-298-1748 or 218-346-6584

Now Hiring
Dirtyworks Cleaning Now hiring
FT/PT M-Fday hrs. $8-9/hr DOE
General housecleaning duties. To
apply call Nicole 701-261-4180

Misc.
You have options! Free
pregnancy testing, limited
ultrasounds – Confidential. Call
701-237-6530 or
www.firstchoiceclinic.com
Luv of Dog Rescue needs foster
and forever families for many dogs
who have been rescued from area
pounds.Volunteer
opportunities are also available.
701-205-0190.
www.4luvofdog.com

URBAN PLAINS CENTER
Fargo Force Hockey



  

First 700 College students get FREE General Admission tickets or $5 reserved
tickets for all Fargo Force games in December with a college ID

TIER

tickets

12.04
7:05

vs.

12.06
7:05

vs.

12.07
4:05

vs.

12.11
7:05

vs.

12.19
7:05

vs.

12.20
7:05

vs.

$5 tickets
$2 pounders

food specials

Tickets available at the Urban Plains Center Box Office with a college ID
Box Office Hours
Monday-Friday 10 AM-6 PM
Saturday 10 AM-2nd intermission (event day only)
Sunday Noon- 2nd intermission (event day only)

fargoforce.com

pounders

5225 31st Avenue South Fargo

